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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Oc We have, for several weeks, delayed the subject 
with which we come before the public to-day, through 
a consciousness of our inability to do it justice. It is 
certainly one that most deeply concerns the happiness 
of the whole commnnity, though it has not yet attract- 
ed a general attention, and has, till very lately, been 
passed by entirely unnoticed. 

We submit the following statements: 

From the Gospel Herald, of June 24, 1820. 

‘s Horrid Transaction.-The Western Reserve Chron- 

icle, printed at Warren, Trumbull County, Ohio, of the 


ict instant, gives a distressing account of the death of | 


Philemon. William, and Cyrus, three only children of 
Mr. Zaphna and Louis Stome, of Kinsman, in that 
county, who were drowned by the hand of their moth- 
er. The circnnetances are peculiar, and were commu- 
nicated for publication by a clergyman. Mr. and Mrs. 
“tone possessed amiable dispositions ; sustained un- 
blemished characters ; and had lired together in the ul- 
nuost harmony. During a late revival of religion, Mrs. 
Stone was awakened, and supposed she had experienc- 
ed a change of heart. Soon after, however, she settled 
down in a state of gloom and melancholy, and declared 
che had committed the onpardonable sin. Under this im- 
pression, and believing that if taken off at their present 
tender age, the children would be happy, and believing 
also, that having committed the unpardonable sin, no 
injury would follow to herself—while her husband was 
gone to meeting om Sunday, the 14th May, she drown- 
e? the little innocents in a spring abon? three feet deep. 
Verdict of the coroner's inquest, Drowned by the motb- 


er in a fit of insanity.” 


From the same paper of Dec. 2, 1820. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of EndJess Torture. 
** A womon lately cut her throat near Rockingham, 
winder a conviction that she was an object of Dirine 
Wrath, and should not be saved. Her character was 
respectable, and she bad lived with her husband and 
family in great domestic coufort.’’—Bost. Pal. 





From the same paper of Jan. 20, 1821. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 


© A poor woman in the groves, last Saturday, at- 
tempted to cut her throat under the painful conviction 
that she could not be saved. She had persuaded her- 
self that she was an object of Divine, inexorable wrath, 
and her misery became so intolerable that she resolved 
to end it by committing the dreadful act above stated. 
Although the wound was not necessarily mortal, she 
perished from loss of blood before fimely assistance 
could be rendered.” — Rockingham Gaz. 


From the same paper of April 21, 1821. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 
“In Mentville, Con. March 25th, Miss Wlizabeth 





From the same paper of Sept. 8, 1821. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 


“A very respe@table and worthy young man in Kin- | 
derhook, has become totally deranged in his intellect | 
by listening to the nocturnal as well as diurnal ravings | 
of a fanatic,* who has lately visited that place, ‘hreat- 
ening with the lerrers of eternal misery, all who do not 
erobrace his crude and crazy notions. The young man 


alluded to, has gone to the mad-house in New-York.” 
— National Advocate. 





* A Calvinist minieter, by the name of Netileton. 
b— — 1 


From the same paper of Aprit 6, 1822. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 


“© Manlius, April 3.—The wife of Moses Blowers, of 
Pompey, put an end to her natural life by drowning in 
a well, on Thursday last. Mrs. Blowers was one of the 
subjects of an awakening which had been got up in the 
neighborhood, who fancied herself a sinner beyond the 
reach of mercy! We are informed that the unhappy 
woman stated, az her firm belief, that her * soul would 
be in hell,’ before the Sunday preceding her death.— 
Under the influence of feelings thus peculiarly distress- 
ing, she severed the cord by whose frail brittle tenure 
human life is suspended betwixt time and eternity.— 
The deceased snstained au excellent character, and is 
deeply lamented."—™. Y. Daily Adv. 


From the same paper of July 13, 1822. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 


whether there was danger of het being left to destroy 
herself—said she was tempted to it. But though (for 
wise reasons) she was permitted to commit the fatal 
deed, we cannot but hope, that in her death sbe tri- 

umphed. The act we think was not her own, as it wat 
perpetrated without the use of her mental powers. She 
ever manifested an abhorrence of sin, and even during 
her exquisite suffering, was the greatest example of pa- 
tience and submission | ever saw. In full expectation 
of eternal misery, she would say, God was perfectly 
just. She felt very anxious that others should flee 
from the wrath to come. 

Sometime previous to her dissolution, she reemed im- 
pressed with the idea that she could not live Jong ; 
wished me to take the babe, and exercise a motherly 
care for al] the children. 

On Wednesd:-y of last week, brother took her to the 
house of a friend, about twelve miles distant, for the 
purpose of recreating her mind. It was proposed to 
leave her there for a fortnight. After brother left her 
she grew worse: Sabbath evening she proposed to go 
home. The family tried to discourage her; the travel- 
ling was bad, and the night dark. She said she should 
never see her family again, if she did not go that night. 
They told her they would carry ber the next morning. 
She scemed in a measure pacified, and retired to bed 
aboottwelve o’clock. In the mean time Mrs. B. had 
the precaution to seerete the razor; she also slept 
in the bed with her. Mrs. E. arose in the morning be- 
fore it was light; Mrs. B. also arose as soon as she 
could ; but before she could get on her clothes, Mrs. 





** Mantivs, March 9, 1822. 
Dear Harrtet,—! embrace the first moment at com- 


mand, to communicate to you the most melancholy in- | 


telligence. Death seems to have become the common 
topic of correspondence between us ; 
have we been constrained to announce it under such ' 
awful, such aggravated circumstances. Brother Jo<- 
eph’s wife is gone—but, al. ! how shall I relate, that i: 
a paroxysm of derangement she perpetrated the futui 
deed, and fell by her own hand. 

For about three months she had been in a very mel- | 
ancholy and even despairing state of mind. Her exer- 
cises have been very singular since the fore part of last 


summer. At that time she gave up her hope, was 


greatly distressed in mind, and for a few days, seemed | 


partially deranged. From this extreme distress, she 
was brought out into most marvellous light. Through 
the summer and fall, she rejoiced in that light, and ex- 
hibited a life of the most exemplary christian. Her hu- 
mility, deep conviction of her depravity, reverence and 
Jove for the character of God, were remarked by all her 
friends, From that time she seemed to loose her hold | 
on earth. She labored very bard through the summer 


to supply the necessifies of the family ; this together 


with the intenseness of her religious feelings, seemed to 
impair her constitution ; she became nervous and ex- 
tremely distressed in mind ; complained of most horrid 


Beckwith, aged 13, committed evicide by hancing bet- | temptations of the adve ‘sary; could not eat, nor sleep 


self, being under the impression (hat she could nol ob- 
tain mercy, through the merits of a Saviour.” 


From the same paper of Aug. 4, 18%1. 
Another victim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 


* A lady, sent to the New Lunatic flospital, fram a 
Yistant town, was killed by precipitating herself from 





the top of the building, a few days sivces She said her! 
Sout wee damned.” 


much; became almost inJifferent to every earthly con- 
cern. We hoped, indeed, 
over her spiriival enemies; but alas! this solace was 
not permitted us. She continued in this state of fixed 
despondeucy—refused to receive any consolation— 
said her day of grace was past—that she had comaiutted 
the onpardonable sin, and there was no mercy for her. 
She said she felt as if given up to the power of the ad- 


to see her triomph again 


(versary; would sometimes iaguite with sglicitude, 


hut never before | 


F. had found the fatal instrument. Mrs, B. perceiving 
ishe went to the spot where it was luid, eeized hold of 
| her, and demanded what she had got? She answered 
‘pot.a word, but forced herself away, and ded with ali 
her might. Mr, B. pursued as fast as possible ; but the 
| distance she had got from him, and the darkness, pre- 
vented his discovering her, There was a bridge about 

1 dozen rods from the house ; from this she precipitated 
lirself, after giving herself the fatal wound with the 
_c.zor. Mr. B. concluding she had started for home, 
‘went over the bridge some distance; but as it grew 
light, and he could not perceive her, he grew more a- 
larmed ; returned and alarmed the neighborhood ; she 
| was soon tracked by blood to the bridge, and discover- 
‘ed floating a little distance down the stream. 


The lady mentioned in the letter, who destroyed 
herself, was the wife of a Presbyterian clergyman. Ac- 
cording to request, we withhold the names,” 

(Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 


All these deplorable cases, it is seen, have occurred 
during the (wo last years and three months ; and these, 
/as dreadful a catalogue as they form, ate those only 
‘which the Editor of one paper, Tue (N. Y.) Gosper 
HERALD, has inserted. We must not stop here to in- 
quire how many others of the same kind, and from the 
same cause, have transpired during this period: we 
would only refer to the foregoing Catalogue, and hum- 
bly implore the reflecting part of community to consid- 
er. Is it not aduty we owe to heaven and earth: to 
come forward in earnest, andexpose the fatal delusions 
that are driving our countrymen to madness and death? 
We have heen told of the abominable doctrines ef 
heathen India, which lead widows and people fo ée- 
stroy themseives on funeral piles, or beneath the pon- 
derons car.of the accursed Juggernaut; but herr, in our 
own country, before our very faces, is a widely extend. 
ed system of superstition industriously pursucd, whose 
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terrible effects, though they may fal] short in number, 
yet in cruelly exceed al] that is related of India! This 
iS 0. Kaggeration ; it is an assertion that we have most 
carefully considered, and we repeat, that the self-im- 
molations of India cannot be compared, for deep and 
awfal cruelty, to euch as are described in the preced- 
ing statement: ! All accounts agree that the Indian vic- 


tims ascend the fatal pile with pleasure and full of hope ; 


but those who are driven to destruction by the supersti- 
tions of this country, linger out hopeless weeks and 
months, aghast with horror and dismay, and delirious 
with dread, till their frightful despxir becomes intolera- 
ble, and then suicide closes the hideous scene. 

Men and brethren, shall these alarming evils be re- 
pated and perpetuated among us? There is but one 
way to prevent them; and the cost may as well be 
counted now as ever : Discard at once those doctrines 
that produce them, and convince the ignorant and mis- 
erable that there are great and lasting joys for them, 
and all mankind. Nothing short of this will effect the 
purpose ; for unless the cause is removed, the effects 
will still: be produced, Let us not Gatter ourselves 
with the deceitfa] hope that those doctrines will grow 
more reasonable and Jess cruel; already has the set and 
decisive contest between them and the truth comme nc- 
cd, and it is vain to expect a compromise. They »»:! 


wax more and more wrathful as their time grows shorter | 


Use no time-serving policy ina matter of such wi tics’ 


Have the independency and courage and for‘itu iv {| 


endure all the detraction, all the contemptuous : hu: : 
that will certainly be directed against you, if you «x- 
pose superstition. But desist not in the glorious work, 
till you have broken every yoke, and let the oppressed 
co free. 

Do you fear to oppose tlose doctrines, lest possili!y 
they should prove to be the real doctrines of the gos- 
pel? Brethren, they are not the doctrines of the gos- 
pel. Under Christ’s preaching, did the people grow 
delirious, or kill themselves? No: he restored the ln- 
natic and possessed to their right minds ; he healed the 
broken-hearted, and declared that he came not to de- 
stroy men’s lives, but to save them. Go, and do like- 
wise, and may God bless your efforts.—-Edilors. 


<The Editors take this opportunity to request in- 
formation of all cases of suicide and insanity which 
shal] be evidently produced either by the terrific sys- 
tem of doctrines, or by the terrific style of preaching 
prevalent in the country. We hope our friends will 
uot suffer any such case which may come to their 
knowledge, to pass unnoticed. Let a regular, but con- 
vise statement be made out, duly signed by the author, 
and also, ef conrenient, by some magistrate or phy-i- 
sian; and let this be sent for insertion in the Univer- 
alist Magazine, Boston ; or Gospel Herald, N. ¥. City ; 
wt Christian Repository, Woodstock, Vt.; of the 
Philadelphia Universalist Magazine, or Christian In- 
cibgencer, Portland, Me. or Religious Inquirer, Hert- 
curd, Con, 


————e 0:0 aa — 


POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To “J. 1h * *#* **,» 


Dear Sir,—I! did not intend to accuse you of inciril- 
ty im the attempt to review my sermon, but | did con- 
sider it a novel precedent, and one which, if followed, 
would not be attended with the happiest effects.— 
There can be no objection to your following the exam- 
ple of Jésus Christ, but 1 am not certsin that this wil! 
warrant you in reviewing a production of a brother in a 
-public jeuroal. If wy sermon had been a professed «t- 
tack upon your sentiments, f should not have been the 
‘vast surprised on seeing your examination ; but, as it 
was @ discourse avowedly in support of our common 
cause, and containing only some indirect observations 
sgainst your particular views, | confess that it was un- 
expected, Lam got di-posed to say much upon this 





\ 





subject, for every man has a right to be his own 
in this respect; I must say, however, that for the sake 
of the union, peace, and strength of our yet infant de- 


nomination, | hope that the examples from your novel | your ideas explicntty, so that there may be no misuna 





judge | con b- ae ribed to the promise in Ezekiel. If you car 
t 


give andy Other meaning to the promise, I thould be 
vlad tosee it. But have the goodness, sir, to state 


precedent, will be few. if the precedent should be- | derstanding. 


come general, it requires Ro nncommon spirit of pro- 
pheey to see what would be its final effects. 


your interpretation of Ezekiel xvi. 53, to the end, and 
1 Peter, iii. 18, 19, 20. 

It oppears that | misunderstood your idea of the de- 
struction and restoration of Sodom. I understood you 
to make a distinction between the ei/y and the inhabi 
tanis of Sodom, in the passages quoted on the subject 
You seem to be astonished that I should thas under- 
stand you; but, dear sir, permit me to say, that I was 
sincere in this construction of your language, and I still 
look upon it as conveying the same sense. | believe 
that this is the sense to which it was liahle, and in 
which it would and has been understood hy most 
readers. However, every writer has an undoubted 
right to explain his own meaning, aud this you havi 
had the gooduess to do. I presume that I shall not 
now misunderstand you, if | take your interpretation 
of the city of Sodom to include the tnhabilants, You 
s.y, ‘* Therefore | agree to your assertion, that there 

“4s not asingle instance, which | have adduced to my 
/percose, where a cily or land docs not include the in- 
habilants.”” This, | think, makes your sense clear.— 
You then call on me to produce a single instance 
where a city or land does not include the land and 
Luddings. Here you probably imagined that you had 
| brought me to a strait; for, if | am unable to do this, 
| it would be folly to talk of the restoration of Sodom in 
{a future state. Dear Sir, | cannot but be a little sur- 
prised that a gentleman of your probable acquirements, 
should make this taunting demand. It is very common 
in all writings and discourses, to speak of a land or eily, 
and mean exclusively the inhabilanis. Thus, we say, 
| the evfy of Boston has done this or that, or teen such 
‘and such measures, by which we mean that the people 
have done thas, This mode of speech is called metony- 
my, a figure by which the thing containing is put 


| for the thing contained. Examples of this are numer- 


ous in the bible. Thus, Mat. viii. 34, ** And, bebkold, 
the whole ci/y came out to meet Jesus ; and when they 
saw him, they besought him that he would depart out 


| of their coasts.” See alto Gen. xxxv. 5. Isa. xiy. 31, 


Jer. xxvi. 2. Mat. xi. 20. 

1 have now answered your demand, in showing that a 
city or land dues not always include the land and build- 
ings. | presume, sir, that this was an inadvertent dash 


ture reflection. A sehool-boy, ten years of age, will 
tell you that the word cify has different meanings ; 
some times signifies a certain boundary of land and the 
buildings on it, for people to dwell in, sometimes the 
inhabitants of a certein place exclusively, and some- 
times it includes both, 

You next call me to show how the cases of Sodom 
and Capernaum, prove that there ere means of grace 
beyond desth.” As to Capernaum, | never adduced 
it for the purpose ; my only concern is about the future 
restoration of Sodom. This, according to Faekiel, is 
to be restored. Now, the inquiry is, What is to be re- 
stored? Your notion, if ! cag form eny idea from 
what you have written, is, that in the place where an- 
cient Sodom was situated, « similar city will be again 
built, and the same old inhabitants ere to possess it. If 
this is wot your idea, you will be good enough to tell 





me plainly what you do mean. This opinion appears 
to me so foolish and abeurd that I shal! withhold all re- 
marks until | am assured of its being your real senti- 
ment. My opinion is, mot that the lund and buildings 
(of ancient Sodom will be restored, but the inhabitants. 
|Sedom, metonymically speaking, that is, the people, 


2? 


i 


| Lam net yet satisfied with your exposition of 1 Peter 


iii. 18, 19, 20. I think | fully understand you in yout 


Leaving this, as not being the most important part of | first communication, ss well as in the Duet. that the per. 
our present discussion, I pass to the « onsideration of; sons to whom Christ, by his apostles, preached, were 


those who were gathered together on the day of Pente- 
cost. Dear sir, it appears to me a mitspetiding of time 
to debate on this point. Jt is really astonishing to see 


writings, merely to enpport a favorite hy pothesis, I 
have but very little more to say on this Dhject. If St, 
Peter could not have expressed his idea of the aposiles? 


he was put to death in the flesh, and preached to spir- 
us in prison, who sometime were disobedient in i/e 
days of Noah, | must despair of ever understanding |.js 
writings. 


no authority for it. This distinction was not known 
until after the ood. If you can prove from scripture, 


called Geniiles, without appealing to your dictionary, 
| will acknowledge your position. 

As to your nice theory about the nature and mode 
of the soul’s existence, from which you have drawn the 
| conclusion, that the soul is incapable of imprisonment, 
it is wholly beyond my comprehension. You tell me 
that the sonl, in a separate state, has neither form or 
dimensions. I give youthanks, sir, for the information ; 


such a kind of existence. Your notion of human souls 
appears to be, that they sre mere mathematical points, 
bearing no relation to space or place. If this is thie 
true idea of departed spirits, I shall readily agree with 
you, that they are not subject to imprisonment ; andy! 
would add, not subject to any thing. As you have de- 


in your next’communication. 


‘* Judged according to men in the flesh,” affords me no 
satisfaction. The word flesh, in this instance, you say, 
means law, This I understood to mean the law of Mo- 
ses, thongh you say, itis my own construction. Ide 
not know how I could give any other construction, 
when every passage which you quoted for the purpose, 
referred to the law of Moses. I therefore still continue 
my request for you to prove from the scriptures, that 


of your pen, and will readily be acknowledged on ma- | the gospel was preached to the Gentiles in order that 


they might be judged according to the law of Moses. 
Besides, sir, it appears to me that your interpretation 
has anether lameness. You say, ** But the flesh ia the 


'law ; and as the Gentiles had not the law, they were 


not im the flesh’? ; that is, before their conversion. 
Now, sir, look at the very first passage which you have 
quoted on the subject. ** For when we were in the 
flesh,” Ee. St. Paul was writing to Gentiles, and he 
represents that before their conversion, they were in 
the flesh. How you will reconcile this with your de- 
claration, that they were nof in the flesh, | am unable 
to determine. _ 

Your definition of the word dead, in the expressicn, 
(1 Pet. iv 5) ** Judge the quick and dead,” appears to 
me to be a forced one. The same expre-sion occurs 
in Acts x 42; 2 Tim. iv 1, agreeing with Romans xiv 
9, and plainly shows, that quick and dead mean ti.ose 
who are temporally dead and alive. You refer us for 
the fulfilment of Christ's office, as ** judge of the quick 
and dead,” to the day of Pentecost.. ‘This is the Birt 
of my knowing that the day of Pentecost was a day of 
judgment. Ul mistake not, you have before inforaed 





us, that the day of Pentecost was tlhe day on which 


, Shadi be restored. This is the omly good sense which | Christ preached the gospel (glad tidings) to the pints 


what latitude a man will take in interpreting the sacred 


preaching to the mullztude on the day of Pentecost, 
more explicitly, than in saying, that Chris! went, alter 


As to your calling the antediluvians Gentiles, 1 see_ 


that the inhabitants of the old world were considered or 


thongh I frankly confess, that | can form no idea of 


duced a very important inference from your theory of 
souls, | shall expect to see the arguments to support i¢ 


Your explanation of the expression, (1 Pet. iv 6) . 
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in prison, i. &. the Gentiles. Now you represent tha 
he came, in his apostles, for the work of judgment ! 
However, it is probable that in your vocabulary gospel 
and judgment have the same sense. 

Lam really astonished at some of your conclading 
remarks.  Tcertainly think them unworthy of the 
character of their author. The conclusion which I 
dr w from the alledged fact, that Christ went and 
preached to the antediluvions, was designed as a coun 
ternoise of yours. And I will submit it to the reader 
whieh has drawn the most rational conclusions. 

With due respeet | am yours, &c. 
J, W. 


——D ++ a 


VOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Nicodemus ; 
Or, Devoledness to Popularity. 


We have not much acconnt of Nicodemus in the, 
Scriptures ; but from the few incidental notices there 


given of him, we learn that he was one of the great 





endure all (his, an. more too, fora little popularity ! 
Then, let them have it; heaven knows they have a 
hard bargain. 

And their account does not end here. Like Nico- 
demus, they must feel some interest in the cause 
which their heorts secretly espouse ; and then rises a 
conflict their sentiments and their 
time-serving policy. How long must Nicodemus have 
been harrassed by this conflict. hefore he could be re- 
duced to the cowardly determination to seck an inter- 
view with Jesus by neh! / What had so honorable and | 
proud-spirited a man to do with stolen visits in dark- | 
The trath is he conid no longer endure his own’ 
opposition to his own sentiments, See Jesus he must, 
and hear him discourse ; but how can he give up his 
respectable «nd honorary name? As all such charac 
ters would do in a similar crisis, he steals away clan- | 
destinely, afraid of the face of the veriest slave he. 
might meet, lest he should he exposed, himeelf the, 
meanest slave of all. O, ye honors of the world, how, 
low ye will stoop ! 

Providence itself seems to delight in contriving' 
scenes of vexation for such fools. They soon find that 


between honest 





Dess ? 


men of his day, a Ruler of the Jews, a regular profes- ‘they cannot belong to the popular party, unless they 


sor of the popular religion, and had the honor of sitting 
in the Council with other Pharisees of note, and the 
chief priests. Of course, this great and honorable man 
enjoyed the support and superstitieus veneration of the 
whole body of professors of regular religious standing | 
throughout the nation,—a gratification, the exquisite- 
ness of which can be realized only by those who have 
enjoyed the like. And his profession and honorable 
station gave him also the enviable right of wearing pub- 
licly the holy phylacteries of the Pharisees, written all 
over with passages of the law ; and of being addressed 
by the graciously elating title of ** Rabbi, Rabbi,” 
wherever he went. 

All this honor he had at the cheap rate of disfiguring 
his countenance and looking sad like other Pharisees, | 
standing in the corners of the streets or in the syna- 
gognes to pray at the established hours, and keeping _ 
aloof from tlie unrighteous publicans and sinners—at | 
least it appeared to the world that this was al] he had | 
to pay for it ; and a small price it was for so much dis- 
tinction, as every body will acknowledge, who has any 
taste at all for this kind of honor. 

Nicodemus was blest with an exquisite taste for it : 
he most dearly loved the applause of men ; he was so 
enchanted with popularity that he gave himself up to: 
it, awilling slave. He sacrificed a good conscience in | 
order to enjoy it, so great was his liking for it ; for he | 
in reality believed that Christ’s doctrine was the truth | 
of God, all the while he was keeping up, before the | 
world, the profession of a regular orthodox Pharisee. | 
Those doctrines which he supported and ornamented 
by his influential] station and great name, and which in. 
return supported and ornamented him by means of | 
loaves and fishes and worldly honors, were not the doc- | 
tuines he believed. When he went into the selemn | 
convocations of the Jews, and took his part in the re- 
ligious services and labors of the occasion, he secretly 
detested the cause, and despised the solemn nonsense 
that was going on ; but for the sake of his adored pop- 
ularity he submitted to it all, called it very good, and 
& thing that ought to be supported. 

Yes, he sacrificed his integrity. This, by the by, 
Was a tax which the world knew not that he paid, and 
which it could not reekon into his accounts ; but it 
Was, most surely, a heavier one than any they did 
reckon on. From my heart, | pity that poor wretch, 
however honored, whose conscience tells him, day by 
day, that he is a hypocrite. Who would be so base as 
to bear this self-accusation? Who would endure the 
consciousness that himself is a heartless deceiver, filch- 
ing a hollow reputation by false appearances? Who 
would bear the secret shame of knowing bimsella cow- 
ard, afraid to stand forth to the world fy his ewn char- 
acter? Gracious heaven, how muny there are that will 














join in certain measures of hostility and persecution 
against the very cause which they secretly cherish in. 
their hearts. How often have I seen men reduced to 
this dilemma ! Their souls revolt at the idea of abusing 
what they believe to be the truth; they never have 


calculated on such consummate wickedness—they | 


feel that every wound thas inflicted it an outrage on 
themselves ; but the time has arrived when they must 
submit to this aggravated guilt,. or lose at once ail they 
have been seeking. With a patience worthy a better 
cause, they take up their cross, and suffer themselves 
to be dragged headlong whithersoever their masters 
please. 

Such was the fate of the honorable Nicodemns : the 
council of rulers and chief priests, of which he was 
one, sent officers to take Jesus, that they might put 
him to death ; [John vii] and we have no account that 
Nicodemus made an effort to prevent the measure. He 
probably remained silent, his heart beating with anxie 
ty for the fate of him he really loved ; but he was dis- 
tracted with the apprehension that if he spoke a word, 
he lost all, At length the officers returned. Thank 
God, Jesus was not with them. Like frank, honest 
men, they declared to the council, ** Never man spake 
like this man.” How powerful and commanding is} 
the voice of independency ! Jt emboldened even the 
faint-hearted Nicodemus ; and this great man, this ru- 
ler of the Jews, now stood forth and offered the fol- 
lowing very reasonable appeal, ** Doth our law judge 
any map before it hear him, and know what he doeth?” 
But alas, in saying so, he made the long-dreaded dis- 
closure of his real feelings! The Pharisees canght the 
words, and exclaimed, ** Art thou also of Galilee ?” A 
thunderbolt from heaven could not have more dismay- 
ed Nicodemus than this; he shrunk back on this ex- 
clamation, ata criminal from a fatal that 
should unexpectedly rise up agzinst hin. One cannot 
but sympathize with Nicodemus, unworthy as he 
was. How dearly had he paid for his popularity ; and 
here he stood a forlorn wretch, detected by the Phari- 
sees, and justly despised by the christians. From this 
time, we hear nothing more of this honorable man, ex- 
cept that he assisted in burying Christ’s body. 

Fhe truth is, no man is capable of sufficient foresight | 
and cunning to play through the part that Nicodemns | 
undertook, without detection, 


witness 


4 thousand circum- 
stances are daily eccurring to expose him. In the lan- 
guage of sacred writ,.** The heavens shall reveal his in 
iquity, and the earth shall rise up against him.” 


MARCUS. 
Seo 


The Rev. Daniel Parker, Unis ersalist, was to preaci. 


}a year and a half; at the end of which it Gnally ceased, 
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Religious Periodical Publications in this coun- 
try, conducted by Universalists. 

Besides (his paper, there are the following: THE 
Gosprt HERALD, published. weekly, in the city of 
New York, in 8 royal octavo pages— Mr. Henry Fitz, 
Editor; Tas Parrape.pnrA UNIVERSALIST MAGA- 
zink. & CuristsAn MESSENGER, published monthly, 
in Philadelphia, in 48 royal octavo puges+Rev. Abner 
Kneeland, Editor; Tar CaristrAn Repository, 
published quarterly, in Woodstock, Vt. in 36 duodeci- 
mo pages— Rev. Samuel C. Loveland, Editor; Tar 
CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, publisaed quarterly, in 
Portland, Maine, in 32 octavo pages—Rev. Russell 
Streeter, Editor; and Tak Rexnictovs InavuiReR, 
published semi-monthly, in Hartford, Con. in 8 super 
royal octavo pages—Rev. Richard Carrique, Editor, 

Four years ago, there was not one work of this kind 
in America, conducted by Universalists. Previous te 
this period, however, there had been twe such publica- 
tions, but at different times : 

In 1802, Tue BEREAN, the first work of the kind 
published in America, was commenced ia Bosten, by 
society of gentlemen, and published occasionedly in 
nurmbers of 48 duodecimo pages, till 1810, when the 
eighth and last number was issued, 

In 1811, the Gospen Visirant was commenced by 
The Southern Conference of Universalist Ministers, 
publishe:t quarterly, in Salem, Mass. in 64 octavo pa- 
ges, till the end of the first year, and then discontin- 
ued, through want of support; but was revived, in 
1817, by Rev E. Turner and H, Ballou, and continued 


on account of want of patronage. 
—: @ 
From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
** GooD NEWS FROM A FAR CovnTRY !”? 
We recently received a letter from Brother Time thy 
Bigelow, of Palmyra, Portage County, Ohio, who is » 
herald of * yood tidings ;”’ as follows : 


PALMYRA, Portage Co. Ohio, June 26, 1822. 
DEAR sin— I wish you to invite, through the me- 
dium of the Gospel Herald, any of our bfethren in the 
ministry, to meet with us this year in our associations. 
The Richland Association of Universalists, wil) eon- 
vene in Frederickstown, Enon county, (Ohio) on the 
last Wednesday and Thursday in August, The Norta- 
ERN Association of Universalists, will meet at Sha- 
lersville, Portage county, (Ohio) on the first Wednee- 
day and Thursday in September. By giving the above 
notice you will confer a favor on your frienc’ and broth- 

er io Christ. TIMOTHY BIGELOW, 
P. S.. We have, in addition to our ministers in this 


part of this state, in about one year, an accession of 
three from the Baptiste—/wo from the Methodists—/wo. 


from the Christians, and three young men from our own 
Society, making fen in all ! 


From the same. 
CONTINUATION OF GOOD NEWS, 

The believers of the Truth in Norwalk, (Con.)} met 
on the 4th inst. and commemorated their freedom from 
spiritusl darkness, by forming themselves into a socie- 
ty, which ts (i.e First Universalist Society in Norwalk. 

The new church, belonging to the Society of Univer- 
salists in Norwich (Con.) was, on Sunday last,14th alt, 
dedicated to the service of the ** GOW of the Spirits of- 
ALL flesh.” 


Common Swearing argues in a mama perpetaal dis- 


trust of his own reputation; and is an acknowledge- 
ment, that he thinks his bare. word aot to be worthy. of 





at Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 22d #l(.—Palladium. 


credit. 











- 4 
Ca a tere 


a 











ee ee ~~ tee f 


et i tet A ie de 


oe Wee 


ee 


—s Rained 


—- 














POET'S CORNER. 





EICHHORN'S ODE TO THE PROPHETS. 


O! trusted of th’ Onrnipotent, I greet you ! 

Rest ye at Jast within your grote of palais ? 

A rest, which Horeb, Zion, Carmei gave not ? 
How do your early times stand debtors to you! 
For laws, religion, morals, secred bopes,— 

jhe weal of states, the precepts of the wise : 
They flowed like blessed fountains from your lips. 
For yours were noble spirits, that soared up 
Beyond the sluggish present, and the dreams 

Of « subjected and a doating people ; 

Above each common joy, each fond illusion ; 
And back and forward saw the light of ages. 

Far onward, far behind, that light was beaming ; 
And your souls felt it like the fire of heaven. 
long borned the flame in stil] obscurity, 

Phen shone, to light the course of days yet distant. 


in holy shades of solitude, you listened 

jn rapt obedience to the unearthly voice, 

rbat at the midnight or the dawning hour 

Stole o’er the heart, and touch’d its Gnest chords. 
Now softly fell the tones like showers in spring ; 
Now swept hike tempests o'er a slumbering world, 
As ifthe thousand voices of the past, 

And of all after time, were mingling there. 


Ye true and pure of soul, again | greet you ; 

Ye harp-strings im the hands of Deity ; 

Inte -preters of heaven ; life of the laws ; 

And heralds of events, that yet appeared not: 

O thou of Sinai, who, midst cloud and storm, 

Leaving the world and thy dark times beneath thee, 
lidst look upon that splendour, which now spreads 
its glories round the earth ; and on the form 

Of wisdom, deck’d with pomp and bright with wonders! 
Jhon, soul of dame, which snatch'’d from heaven its Gres, 
And from the realm of shades the widow's son ! 

Thou, who didst see Jehovah on his throne, 

With all the glittering train that Gli'd bis temple! 

Ye mourn‘ul ones, who sung’ bet to lament, 

And your'd in tears your gentle hearts away ! 

And y>, who, in the evening of the prophets, 

>aw throwgh the twilight dusky forms advance ! 

Ye all, wiio now to happier regions risen, 

Your labors ceased, and every condict ended, 

Rove through your grove of palms, and taste of rest; 


» 


A rest, which Horeb, Zion, Carmel] gave not! 


What do I see? who join themselves to these 
So brotherly ? The wise of other nations ? 

Yes, the select of God throngh all the world ; 
The noble company of Druid sages ; 
Pythagoras, and Orpheus, and Plato : 

All, who were e’er the fathers of the people, 
And guardians of the laws ; who faithfully 
Bow'd a pure ear to catch the voice of heaven, 
Gave a pure heart to feel its inspiration. 


—_+ oOo 


To the Invisible Author of Nature. 


Thy hand unseen sustains the poles 

On which thie vast creation roils, 

The starry arch procleim: thy pow’, 

Thy pencil glows in every dow'r : 

la thousand shapes and colours rise 

Thy painted wouders to our eyes ; 

While beasts and birds with lab’ring throats 
Teeeh us a God in thousand notes - 

The meanest pin in nature's frame 

asks owt seme letter of thy name. 
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Where sense can reach or fancy rove, 
Frow hill to bill, from field to grove, 
Across the waves, around the esky, 
‘JLere’s not a spot, or deep or high, 
Where the Creator has not trod, 

And leit the footsteps of a Ged. 


——e ———— -——— 














FUR THE TNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Short Sermons....No. XII. 


Jude, part of 3d verse. ‘“* Earnestly contend for the 





faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 

We have selected this text as the foundation of a 
f which we hepe our readers 
| will feel particularly mterested. We deem it oor in- 
rror wherever we find it, 


i subject ip the discussion 

dispensable duty fo ext ov: 
[whether fostered by frienc.or foe. lo doing this we wish 
to be governed by a charitable spirit, and to do to oth- 
lers as we wich they would do to as. Agaiust what we 
i think to be the errors of mankind we wage war. Our 
love of our brethren induces usto do this. Toward 
| We will thank them to 
take the some like riy with ws that we use with them. 
If we publish our opinions, we crve them to the world ; 
imankind have a right to eximine, and approve, or 
\-andemn them—to expose their incongruity,or applaud 
‘their consistency ; and we ought not to find faolt with 
jthemfor examining any more than they with us for 
If our opinions are erroneous, it 


them we cheriehi no il will. 


,oublishing them. 
| ought to be known ; (and the same may be said of 
every other denowination of Christians) they cannot 
pass the ord xl too soon. 

We have often heard it said, “this man runs down oth- 
ler denominstions too much.” This, we think, in many 
| cases, conveys a filse idea, & arises from a misconcep- 
tion of the speaker's intention. He may speak against 
rror to promote the cause of truth. Sometimes, in 
justice to truth, the absurdity of error should be imme- 


Now we believe that error cannot be run down too 


diately shown. No one, we hope, will think it wrong } 
to speak of the opinions of others from this motive.— jside, and this will make some tremble to speak. against 


| their characters. This can and ought to be done in the 
| present age of the world, | am bound to love and 
venerate the character of a virtuous man, whether he 
be a pagan, mahometan, or Jew, still 1 am not bound 
Ito love his errors, but on the contrary to detest thei, 
jand to endeavor to remove them from his mind. 
| We see then, that it is the duty of every christian 
i minister to assist his hearers to discern between truth 
land error. This can be done by comparing doc- 
ltrine with doctrine, relerring to the character of God 
tas the father of the human family, and quoting fre. 
, quently and copiously from the Scriptures. By these 
| means the deformity of error will be made to appear 
plainly. Truth never will be injured nor error bene 
Gtted in this way. Martin Luther boldly told the 
| Pope of his errors, and publickly assailed and confuted 
the doctrines of the Romish church. He roused the 
dead in their graves, and gave new life to those who 
were expiring by inhaling the pestiferous breath of er- 
ror. What good work would he ever have accom- 
plished, bad he not pursued this course ? Christianity 
is not yet purified. Would to God we had more of 
Luther's energy and zeal in ourage. The writer of 
this is one of those who thinks it is not best to let the 
character of God be dishonored, and the peace ef 
mankind be destroyed without uttering a sy llable.— 
It is to be desired that every Christian would know 
what bis brother as well as himself believes ; and if he 
be right, endeavor to confirm, if wrong, convince.— 
Our Saviour called the Pharisees a generation of vi- 
pers, be told them that they transgressed the com- 
mandments of God by their tradition, and taught for 
doctrines the commandments of men. Had he lived 
in this age, and talked so, he would have been thought 
a very harsh, imprudent preacher. The fact appears 
to be this : when a doctrine haa for a long time receiv. 
ed the support of the popular and the great, it seems 
a sin to a great many to say eny thing about it, except 
in its favor, even ifit be false. The digmity of their 
characters and the weight of their learning is on its 





it. A doctrine, even if it be true, if it receive not 


‘much. A distinction, however, should always be i their support, if it be the sentiment of those they call 


made between it, and those that are its innocent de-| the common people, harshness and imprudence are out 


fenders. By exposing it we do them a kindness, and 
we think, the time will come when they will consider 
itso. How can a person “ earnestly contend for the 


with opposition ? Even if he were to preach the truth 


darkness all around him, there would be no conten- 
tion whatever, much less that noble contention in 
which the heavenly warrior always engages. That 
}man would be unwise who should suffer his garden to 
be overrun with weeds, end every valuable plant to be 
choked by them ; and it would be a vain pretence for 


him to say he did it through respect to the memory of 
his father, who used te do the same. Shall we then, 


deprive it of the benefit of the invigorating rays of the 
Suu of righteousness ? Some may think that it is not 
yet time to uproot the weeds; but the harvest has 
certainly come, when their seeds ere blown by every 
| wind into every recess of the mind. 
| There is a great difference between speaking against 
the doctnnes efa man, and the man himself. We 
omit to feel a particular regard for these we think 
fare in error, but to their errors we should be avowed 
jememies ; indeed, our regard for them should induce 
lus te adopt those means the use of which is best cal- 
ulated to enlighten their minds with a kuowledze of 
‘the truth. Our Saviour loved the world, and this love 
{ Droug!thim into the world ; but this did not prevent 
| tian frog exposing the errors of mankind, for this was 
one of the great objects he bad in view, which his love 
jof mankind intoced him to perform. He undoubtedly 





permit error to grow up and overshadow the truth, and | 


rf und some virtuous mien whose minds were blinded. — 


| ofthe question : any thing can be said about it and a- 
'gainst it with impunity. 
ibe? Error should be no more sacred when surround- 
faith once delivered to the saints,” without struggling|ed with wealth and honor, than in any other circuni- 
istances. Let the servants of the Most High do thew 
in its purity, and yet suffer error to spread a thick | duty. Let them * earnestly contend for the faith once 


But why should these things 


delivered to the saints.” And may the ** weapons of 
their warfare not be carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds, casting down vain 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 
RICHARDS. 


ear, 
——~} 











DLED, 

In this city, on Monday last, Mrs. Hannah Farrar, 
wife of Mr. John A. Farrar, aged 38 years—On Tuee 
day last, Miss Mary Waterman, aged 19 years. 

In Attleborough, Mass. June 25th, Mrs. Avis Fales, 
consort of Mr. Peter Fales, aged 74. Mrs. Fales has 
| been a believer in the doctrine of God's universal ben- 
levolence for more than forty years. During the last 
| years of her life, she was afflicted with a cancer, which 
| produced much pain and distress, and gradually wasted 
| Ler frame ;—but her faith was strong in the Lord, and 
her hope, founded on the Rock of Ages, was as an all 





.|chor of the soul, both sure and steadfast.—Rejoiciog 


/evep in death, she closed her eyes in the full assurauce 
\of life and immortality—and left the fullest evidence 
|that a belief in Universal Salvation can give peace to 
ke soul, and enable it to leave this frail tenement 

clay, triumphing in the victories of the Cross. 

death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victoe 
ry ? The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sift 
jis the law. But thanks b+ to God, which giveth us 





He removed the veil of darkuess without calumaialing the victory through ower Lord Jesus Christ.”* 


“QO 














